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Nature or Culture?
In 1972, UNESCO published its first list of world heritage sites. The objective was to preserve natural sites that are important to humanity’s common
cultural and natural heritage. In so doing, therefore, the meaning of the word “heritage”, which until that time had focused on architecture and
writing, was broadened to incorporate aspects related to landscape, flora and fauna.
The theme of this fourth issue of the newsletter harks
back to an old idea that has become a central point
of discussion among those responsible for culture and
the environment. The idea naturally resurfaced with the
adoption of a sustainable development policy by the
council of the MRC de Memphrémagog, in June of this
year.1

Newsletter presents a tool for protecting and enhancing
heritage used by the MRC de Memphrémagog: the
regional land use planning and development plan
(the schéma d’aménagement et de développement,
often called the Schéma), which provides a framework
for all development on the territory of the MRC. This
article shows clearly how the specific characteristics
of an area contribute to the feeling of belonging to a
community within its region.

The term “sustainable development” is part of the
language of today, but the concept itself is somewhat
abstract, and has been used as a catchall. When
applied to cultural heritage, sustainable development
may appear to be quite a conundrum!

Public space, Georgeville.
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preserved, the traditions and the knowledge acquired
and transmitted from generation to generation that
mirror or reflect our heritage?

Annual Fair, Stanstead County Agricultural Society,
Ayer’s Cliff, 27- 30 August 2009.
Photo: Christine Labelle

Starting from the principle that our culture expresses
the common values that define a society (or a
community), we immediately think of the traditions
that characterize a society or a community, and the
knowledge, whether ancestral or contemporary, that
distinguishes one society or community from another.
Cultural heritage is defined by the goods or property
(buildings, objects and historical or archaeological
places), while natural heritage encompasses natural
ecosystems, agriculture and landscapes, which have
been fashioned by or influenced by man.
Thus it can be seen that the activities carried on by a
given community (a municipality, for example), whether
they are cultural, historical, sports, religious or open air
activities, are a reflection of that society’s values. From
there, it is but a step to connecting the dots. Should
we not make it a priority of our society to protect
and showcase the goods, the places organized and
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Quebec society has shown its desire to protect its
heritage, as reflected in the provincial government’s
Sustainable Development Act (chapter II, article 6).
Sixteen sustainable development principles are
included. One of them makes protection of cultural
heritage a priority.
With such a broad theme, there is no shortage of
subjects for articles, and the team is delighted to
report on files of particular interest in which the MRC
is involved, either directly or indirectly. On page 2, the

Lavender cultivation, Fitch Bay.
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The notion of preserving cultural heritage is intimately
linked to the way it is promoted. By way of illustration,
the Townships Trail is described on page 3. The MRC
has taken part in the project to develop this tourism
circuit as part of an effort to make people aware of their
cultural heritage.
In the Regional Noticeboard, you will find information
about a number of projects which were initiated in
2009, in addition to the information of regional interest,
all of which are concrete and existing examples of
sustainable development near you.
So, you can see it is a complicated question, this
debate on nature and culture! We hope you will enjoy
our attempts to unravel and explain this important and
fascinating subject. Happy reading!

Georgeville, Stanstead Township.
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The land use planning and development plan as a tool
to protect and promote landscape
By Steve Otis
Land use planner
“The MRC de Memphrémagog is a region which can
be characterized as rich due to its environment, its
mountains and lakes, its natural, agricultural and
forest landscapes, and its history and heritage.
These assets are what support and will continue to
support its economy, both rural and urban…”
This served as a basis for the MRC as it began to
draw up its strategic vision, the anchoring point
for the reflection leading to the revision of the land
use planning and development plan. It is now well
established among municipal decision-makers
and other regional actors in tourism and seasonalrecreational development, which represent
important drivers of the regional economy, that
economic development rests first and foremost on
the riches bestowed by our natural and human or
working landscapes.
But beyond the economic importance of landscapes,
we can also see that the specific characteristics of
the territory, stemming from its natural and heritage
attributes, are a key to developing a sense of
belonging for the people who live here, whether they
are long-time residents or newcomers. Protecting
and promoting our landscapes thus becomes one of
the key issues in regional planning.
This concern for landscapes was already visible
in the MRC‘s first land use and development plan,
for which a major exercise was initiated to identify
and characterize landscapes of regional interest. In
the second version of its plan, the MRC introduced
supporting measures for development aimed at
preserving the landscape characteristics in sectors
of interest. It can therefore be said that “the MRC de
Memphrémagog has been a pioneer in landscape
protection.” (Guide de gestion des paysages au
Québec, Chaire en paysage et environnement de
l’Université de Montréal, 2008).
The positive impact of these measures, enacted
by the MRC through its land use planning and

Diagramatic view of two natural landscapes of greater interest in the northeast sector of the Municipality of the
Township of Potton. The information is presented against a background of a digital image of the relief, that is, the
topography and slopes of Mount Elephant, which is an integral part of a mountain range of beautiful landscapes.
Those who use Lake Memphremagog will recognize the elephantine shape!
Source: © Government of Quebec, SIGAT & MRC de Memphrémagog, 2009. All rights reserved.

development plan, is clear. The protection of the
forest cover, with the introduction of rules that apply
across the territory for cutting trees and control
measures for clearing to make way for residential
activities in natural landscapes of greater interest,
is among the positive benefits. Control of signage
to take into account the sensitivity of different
sectors of the territory also contributes to the quality
of landscape, particularly in certain territories

Mount Elephant from the federal wharf on Lake Memphremagog.
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of interest. This is also the case for rules for site
planning and architectural integration that apply in
pastoral areas, heritage precincts and along traffic
arteries identified as sectors of aesthetic and visual
interest.
Regulatory tools, however, have their limits. The most
important of these is that they are not effective in
halting or preventing the abandonment of activities
which are themselves the basis for the landscapes
we know today. By way of example, we have only to
consider the rural agricultural landscape, the result
of a secular activity which has greatly contributed
to shaping the regional landscape. This landscape
is threatened in many places by the cessation of
agricultural activities, resulting in the transformation
of formerly open fields to scrub or to conifer
plantations. This results in the loss of vantage points
looking over hills, valleys and the largest bodies of
water on the territory. But how can the owners of
these lands be encouraged to continue the activities
that shaped these landscapes on which a large part
of our economy is based? This is a situation which
presents a major challenge and one which will
inevitably demand new solutions for the future.

Heritage: Awareness leads to conservation
The case of the Townships Trail (Chemin des Cantons)
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By Sophie Charbonneau
Cultural development agent
Of what use is it to preserve our churches, ancestral
homes and agricultural buildings, if it is not to
make them accessible and important to the public
through educational, tourism and recreational
activities? We might also ask the question in
reverse: how can we promote heritage that is in
danger of disappearing? Clearly, notions of heritage
conservation and education are closely linked. In
fact, it is difficult to ensure heritage conservation
through by-laws and financial support alone unless
the population concerned is aware of its importance.
Many residents of the region are upset about the
deterioration of historic buildings which they love
for a variety of reasons: their aesthetic contribution
to the landscape, their presence as a concrete
reminder of our history, etc. These citizens mobilize
to protect their heritage but often meet with a kind
of indifference. When one is concerned about the
conservation of heritage, one is often interested in
teaching history in the schools, of course, but also
in a more informal setting. It is essential to promote
a basic culture, an understanding of our history and
heritage, and why they are important so people
become interested in the remnants of the past that
surround us.
It is essential to work with heritage conservation
efforts underway to make the population aware
of the importance and the fascination of heritage.
There are many such efforts throughout the Eastern Townships and in the MRC de Memphrémagog.
One of these deserves special mention: the tourism and heritage route called the Townships Trail,

the Chemin des Cantons.
This highlights the built and
natural environment of the
first American and British
settlers, through a signposted tourist circuit some
415 kilometres long which
goes through 31 municipalities in the Eastern Townships. The municipalities of
the Township of Potton and
North Hatley and the cities
of Magog and Stanstead
are stop-off points along
the Townships Trail in the
MRC de Memphrémagog.
To enhance their discovery experience, visitors
may obtain a kit containing
three compact disks that
provide information that
bring these places to life.
A road map and trip guide The Townships Trail (Chemin des Cantons).
are also available. A per- Photo: Christine Labelle
son who follows this route
will see the 18th- and 19th-century American and that city. In North Hatley, a well known resort centre
British influence on the land use and development where wealthy American tourists have come to stay
of our region. Among the special features of our since the 19th century, a guided tour of the village
territory are the many Protestant and Anglican is available. Finally, in Stanstead one can visit the
churches, much smaller than their Roman Catholic Colby-Curtis Museum, situated in a beautiful granite
counterparts, the division of land into townships residence, fully appointed with authentic furnishings.
rather than seigneuries which has left its distinctive Recent municipal citations of historic monuments
traces on the physical landscape, and the presence and implementation of heritage tourism also bear
of much more extensive forest cover, among other witness to the growing interest that brings together
markers.
conservation, public awareness and education and
heritage to serve a single objective.
The Townships Trail in the MRC de Memphrémagog
starts in Mansonville where many heritage buildings
still remain. Heading towards Magog, one can learn
more about the heritage and historical treasures of

Some recent municipal citations
of “historic monuments”:
Township of Potton: the iconic round barn in
Mansonville.
Ville de Magog: the Merry residence.

to these monuments and sites. Implementing
these provisions, however, allows a municipal
council to add conditions to issuing permits,
conditions that help to preserve the monument.

Stanstead: 12 buildings, including the Carrolcroft
residence where the Colby-Curtis Museum is
located and the Butters residence on Dufferin
Street.
The citation of a historic monument is one of the
special protection measures available to town
councils. A citation makes it possible to protect
and promote any building on its territory which
meets the definition of a historic monument. The
usual regulations and by-laws continue to apply

The round barn in Mansonville.
Photo: Potton Heritage Association

Visit the site of the Ministère des Affaires municipales, des Régions et de l’Occupation
du territoire du Québec (in French) for more information:
www.mamrot.gouv.qc.ca/amenagement/outils/amen_outi_regl_site.asp

Regional
Noticeboard

Report of school visits:
a success with the kids!
Étang Fullerton, Canton de Potton.
Photo: Alexandra Roy

Ville de Magog
Preserving Magog’s authentic roots, its identity
and its history
The cotton industry is associated with the early land
use of the region by those who built the town of Magog.
From the construction of homes of the middle class on
the Pine Street hill when the town was in its infancy to
those of the district of the Tisserands (weavers) which
sprang up near the plant, the churches, schools and
businesses on Main
Street (the Grand
Rue), the built heritage serves as a witness to the history
of Magog. Discover
this history with
three guided visits
intended for the Magog community and
interested visitors
who wish to discover the history of the
town by exploring its
charming amenities
The Johnson residence, Ville de Magog. and byways and its
built environment.
Photo: André Roy
Self-guides will be available from the Magog
Historical Society in the spring of 2010.

Municipality of the Township of Potton
The Green Mountains Natural Reserve
Lovers of the great outdoors, rejoice! The Green
Mountains Natural Reserve is now open to the
public. This vast territory of 5,000 hectares at the
25 cu.ft.
15 cu.ft.
10 cu.ft.
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heart of the Sutton Mountain range is the largest
private natural reserve in Quebec. Trails have been
developed for hiking, snowshoeing and crosscountry skiing. One trail leads along the shore of
beautiful Fullerton Pond, one of the last undeveloped
bodies of water in the Memphrémagog region.
Additional information and a map of the trails may
be obtained at the tourist office in Mansonville, in
the Municipality of the Township of Potton.

Summary report on the public consultation
held on September 19, 2009
Renewal of the cultural policy of the MRC de
Memphrémagog
Some thirty participants gathered to exchange ideas
about cultural issues in the region. In the coming
weeks, the MRC’s cultural committee will prepare
the first version of a cultural policy. This version will
be available on the MRC’s website and citizens will
be invited to comment on it. The council of mayors
of the MRC intends to adopt a cultural policy for
2010-2015 in the early months of 2010.

Did an inspection team pay a visit to your
septic tank system this summer?
A number of citizens were visited by a team hired
this summer by the MRC. Their mandate: to inventory
septic systems near bodies of water and to check on
whether they were in compliance with the by-laws.
This project, which continues through the autumn,
was made possible with help from the provincial
government’s program to help prevent the growth
of blue-green algae. The program was set up to
provide financial aid to municipalities to allow them
to draw up a plan for applying corrective measures
to treat waste water from non-conforming individual
septic systems. Thirteen bodies of water eligible to
be included in the program were identified: Lakes
Memphremagog, Massawippi, Argent, Brompton,
Leclerc, Bran de scie, des Monts, Lovering, Trousers
and Magog; the Massawippi and Magog Rivers; and
Quilliams Creek. All were affected by outbreaks of
blue-green algae between 2004 and 2007.

For the fourth year, the MRC has toured elementary
schools to offer free workshops, in French, entitled
“Une nouvelle vie pour nos déchets” (a new life for
our garbage). These workshops were presented as
part of the public awareness campaign for actions
in the MRC’s residual materials management plan
(Plan de gestion des matières résiduelles), which
has been in force since September 2004. Workshops
were intended to foster new attitudes and behaviour
towards the environment and to encourage the
participation of young people in the ecological
management of garbage. The environment advisor,
David Curry, visited a total of 29 classes in four
elementary schools in the region. The presentation
of a vermicomposter (using red worms), aroused
a great deal of interest and helped the children to
understand how household wastes can be readily
transformed into compost.

And now it’s your turn!
If you have an idea for a subject you would like to
see covered in this Newsletter, we encourage you
to send it to us. Questions or subjects submitted
that are related to files for which the MRC de
Memphrémagog is responsible and which are of
general interest to the majority of the population
could be developed into features.
Please send your ideas and questions to the
Newsletter team by email to:
info@mrcmemphremagog.com or
telephone: 819 843-9292, ext. 63.
The Sustainable Development Newsletter team
does not necessarily undertake to publish all of
the ideas or questions proposed.

Receive your Newsletter by email!
The term “sustainable development” is inseparable
from protecting the environment. This is why the
Newsletter team is beginning to build a list of email
addresses of readers, so that soon, we will be able
to send out the newsletter electronically.
To become part of our mailing list, send us your
email address, name and complete address:
info@mrcmemphremagog.com.
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