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For all those who pass without seeing …
To prolong the joys of summer, the MRC team has decided to revisit a precious
treasure hidden in our very midst. In this fall issue of the newsletter, we take a
moment to appreciate the beautiful protected areas that so often go unnoticed
or forgotten.
This summer, I enjoyed a great read: a scientific
essay called The World Without Us by the renowned
American journalist Alan Weisman. Whether you’re a
fan of science fiction, a responsible scientific mind
or a thrill seeker, this award-winning journalist allows you the luxury of finding answers, whether
serious or fanciful, to absolutely everything you
ever wanted to know about how our blue planet
has evolved but have never dared to ask. Using a
simple premise, that we humans are abruptly disappearing from the planet, the author speculates
as to whether nature is reasserting herself. How
many years would it take for our climate to return
to its pre-industrial state, and which species would
prosper or perish? Weisman lays out a number of
convincing arguments that show at the very least
that biological richness is fundamental to human
survival in this novel-like work that some have
labelled speculative fiction.

like and religious tensions tenfold; the
famous Easter Island statues were
constructed to be ever more imposing and the trees, used to transport
these imposing monoliths, were cut
down to the very last one.

Biological diversity (or biodiversity), is being eroded
at three levels, namely: the genetic diversity of individuals, the diversity between different species
and that of ecosystems. Biodiversity encompasses
the relationships established between various living
beings, both amongst one another and with their environment. Without getting into an endless discussion about the importance of maintaining biological
richness, one has only to imagine the complexity of
the alimentary relationships (“eat and be eaten”)
that exist between living beings to understand that
species depend on one another to feed themselves
and for shelter, protection, movement and reproduction as well.

But let us return to the less alarming intention of
this newsletter, since our aim is to inform you, our
readers, of tangible measures that have been enacted, over the years, to conserve and protect the
natural beauty that surrounds you, using a number
of means at our disposal. Specific areas have been
created within the territory of the MRC de Memphrémagog to protect exceptional elements of our landscapes and offer you the pleasure of their discovery,
thereby ensuring that they will remain forever.

This brings to mind a report broadcasted on the
French television show Découverte about the disappearance of an entire civilization that once dwelt
on Easter Island in the Pacific Ocean. Though the
island had a healthy population in 1500, the inhabitants brought about their own destruction in less
than a century by relentlessly plundering the natural
resources and forests. The soils were irreversibly
eroded and it became impossible for inhabitants to
build fishing boats since primary building materials
were no longer available. This crisis increased war-

Scientists note five major extinctions in the last 550 million years,
each requiring some 10 million years
to restore the previous level of biodiversity. It is sobering to consider
that biological diversity is considered
even more vulnerable today, with
species disappearing at rates 100
to 1000 times faster than they are thought to have
done 50 million years ago. Scientists also believe
that half of all species will have disappeared by the
end of the 21st century.

Measures to protect our natural heritage in Canada
can be enacted by federal, provincial, municipal or
private bodies. The mission of Banff National Park,
the first park created by the federal government
in 1894, was to protect the thermal springs of the
eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains. Quebec’s first
park, Mont-Tremblant, was also created in 1894, by
the provincial government. The earliest beginnings
of Mount Orford provincial park were in 1938, following an intermunicipal agreement that stipulated
that each party cede land that was then incorporated into a protected area.
The MRC’s coordinator of land use planning has
written an article that deftly demystifies the maze
of different types of protection offered by each en-

The Île-Longue Natural Reserve, created to ensure
the protection of all the components of this rich
and unique ecosystem.
Photo: Robert L. Colby

tity and clearly delineates our protected areas on a
map. The MRC’s evaluator for property assessment
presents one of the legal tools that authorizes the
creation of natural reserves. A number of interviews
have been conducted with representatives of private
organizations that are working within the territory.
And, of course, our regional bulletin board keeps you
apprised of upcoming events and those that have
taken place in your area over the last few months.
In closing, I hope that you enjoy some wonderful
discoveries and vistas, whether you are on foot, on a
bike or whatever other means may take your fancy!
A must-read: Weisman, Alan (2007-07-10), The

World Without Us, New York: Thomas Dunne
Books/St. Martin’s Press, ISBN 0312347294,
OCLC 122261590; Yann Arhtus-Bertrand, La biodiversité, GoodPlanet.org.

Christine Labelle
Assistant director

Protected areas in the MRC de
Memphrémagog
By Steve Otis
Coordinator of land use planning
The mission of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is to assist countries in
their efforts to preserve natural areas around the
world. IUCN defines “natural areas” as terrestrial
or marine zones that are specifically set aside for
the protection and conservation of biological diversity and natural resources. In Quebec, the network
of protected areas comprises nearly 2,400 natural
sites that meet this definition, distributed among
23 different legal or administrative designations!
These protected areas can be classed according
to the various categories of protected areas defined
by IUCN.
In Quebec, setting up protected areas rests first
on the Natural Heritage Conservation Act (referred
to as the LCPN in French), adopted in 2002. Ecological reserves represent the highest level of
protection. According to the IUCN classification,
these are considered as category 1, which means
that they serve essentially for scientific research and
protection of nature. The national (provincial) parks,
category 2, are intended to protect ecosystems and
provide places for public recreation. Biodiversity
reserves are intended to preserve specific natural
elements. They fall under category 3. These three
important protection statuses are specifically for
public lands.
Public lands are not, however, the only lands that
can benefit from the protection under the Natural
Heritage Conservation Act. The natural reserve is a
protected area on privately-owned land, constituted
on the basis of an agreement between the land
owner and the Minister of the MDDEP (the Ministère
du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et
des Parcs) that recognizes this protected status to
ensure its preservation. In Quebec, there is a network of natural areas protected by non-government
stakeholders, with and without official recognition
under the LCPN.
The MRC de Memphrémagog is particularly rich in
protected areas, thanks to one of the 23 provincial
parks in our midst. The Parc national du Mont-Orford
covers some 5,946 hectares (2010), which is nearly

60 km2 or 4.5% of the entire territory of the MRC.
This area could almost double as a result of the
proposed enlargement of the park contemplated by
Act 23, assented to in 2006. Also on the territory of
the MRC are the ecological reserves of the Ruiter
Valley and the Mine-aux-Pipistrelles reserve, the
first underground ecological reserve in Quebec.

branch, totals more than 6,000 hectares located in
the MRCs of Brome-Missisquoi and Memphrémagog. According to the directory of protected natural
areas in Quebec, the IUCN has attributed category
3 status to it. More recently, the MDDEP recognized
on its territory the new natural reserve called the
Collines-de-Bolton-Est.

The most important contribution in terms of setting
up protected areas in recent years may be the result
of the work of non-governmental groups, which are
responsible for the creation of natural reserves on
private lands, of which the Green Mountains Natural
Reserve, recognized in 2009, is an excellent example. To date, this area, which is now the property
of the Nature Conservancy of Canada and its Quebec

To this list we can add several other natural areas
protected by non-governmental stakeholders. We
note the Katevale Marsh (see the photo on the
right), in the municipality of Sainte-Catherine-deHatley, the Cherry River Marsh in Magog, and some
240 hectares under the Ruiter Valley Land Trust in
Potton.
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The MRC de Memphrémagog also contributes to
the enrichment of the network of protected areas
on its territory by recognizing in its regional land use
and development plan fragile aspects of the natural
environment. Among other initiatives, it has identified and mapped wetlands of more than 4 hectares
on its territory, which are covered by strict protection measures. Several of these wetlands constitute, moreover, wildlife habitats identified by the
MDDEP, which are home to significant concentrations of aquatic birds and other protected species.
In all, 8.2% of the territory of the MRC would be considered as protected area, according to the Commission régionale sur les ressources naturelles et le
territoire of the regional council of elected officials
of the Estrie region.

Île-Longue: a treasure on Lake Memphremagog
Par Louise Champoux, communications consultant and
Christine Labelle, assistant director

Interview with Julien Poisson, Project
Manager, Québec Region, Nature
Conservancy Canada
Newsletter (NL): How and when did this nature
reserve come into existence?
J.P.: The property was officially recognized as
the Réserve naturelle de l’Île-Longue on June
21, 2006 after prolonged efforts. The status of
natural reserve on private land was granted
by the Quebec Environment Department, the
MDDEP.
NL: What was the objective of this reserve?
J.P. To ensure complete protection of the ecological components of this rich and unique
insular ecosystem. The mission of the reserve
is to preserve in perpetuity the natural heritage of Lake Memphremagog for the benefit of
present and future generations.
NL: What types of species are found in this nature
reserve?
J.P. We recently discovered a heronry that
contained over 20 great blue heron nests on
Île-Longue. Several kinds of birds of prey are
also frequent visitors, including the turkey
vulture and the peregrine falcon, which is
designated as vulnerable in Quebec. This reserve also hosts an important natural pine forest composed of red and white pine stands.
This forest ecosystem, which is rare in the
Estrie region,represents one of the few protected natural red and white pine stands in
southern Quebec.

NL: How accessible is Île-Longue to the public?
J.P. In order to protect the shores of this fragile
ecosystem, the nature reserve does not allow
visitors. The shores are actually quite steep
and impenetrable; however pleasure boaters
may readily contemplate this natural gem from
the water.
NL: Future projects?
J.P. The Nature Conservancy and the group of
volunteers that watches over Île-Longue are in
the process of evaluating whether it is possible
to increase the nature reserve’s level of protection. More detailed inventories of the heronry may also be conducted in years to come.
Find out more online :
Nature Conservancy Canada:
www.natureconservancy.ca/site/PageServer

Charles William Colby

The Katevale Marsh

Born in Stanstead in 1867, Charles William
Colby acquired the first half of Île-Longue in
1907 and the second half in 1912. A history
teacher at McGill University for several years
before prospering at the head of the family
business, he bequeathed the island to his son
Charles C. Colby, who passed this legacy on to
his own sons, Charles W. and Robert L. They
sought the designation of nature reserve on
private land in 2006.
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The creation of natural reserves: a new legal tool
By Marie-Hélène Cadrin
Chartered appraiser
Jean-Pierre Cadrin et associés Inc.
In 1992, the Rio de Janeiro Summit focused popular attention around the world on environmental
problems threatening the future of the planet. As
a result of massive clear cutting in several South
American countries (nearly 3,500,000 hectares of
which were the Brazilian rainforests) the directors
of 157 countries, including Canada, signed a convention on biological diversity.
Knowing how important biological diversity is
for the preservation and evolution of the systems making up the biosphere, the MDDEP (the
Quebec Ministère du Développement durable,
de l’Environnement et des Parcs) put in place a
number of provisions to protect certain natural
areas. In 2002, the Natural Heritage Conservation
Act was promulgated and introduced the term,
which is still not well understood, of the “natural
reserve”. This term refers to a property in private
ownership that is recognized because of the im-

portance of preserving it in terms of its biology,
ecology, wildlife, flora, geology, geomorphology
and landscape.
This means that a landowner who has such features on his land may apply to the MDDEP to have
his property recognized as a natural reserve.
An agreement must be reached between the
Minister and the property owner. This agreement
includes the description of the property, the conservation measures to be taken, the activities
permitted and not permitted, and the duration of
the agreement, or the length of time for which this
recognition will remain in force, which may not
be less than 25 years. After official recognition of
the natural reserve, a special tax status is given to
the property.
Since the property is subject to a significant conservation servitude, it undergoes, in theory, a loss
of value on the part that is protected. Over the past

Photo: Alain Pitre

ten years, properties in the green zone (the agricultural zone) have tended to be sold at the same
prices as properties in the white zone, and sometimes even higher, so it is possible that this situation provides an advantage for neighbouring properties. For the moment, from a professional point
of view, the market for this new category of real
estate is not yet conclusive, given the few transactions to date that can be used for comparison.

Regional
Notice board

The Appalachian Corridor :
A Conservation Mission
By Christine Labelle, assistant director

Municipality of the Township of Potton
In addition to the usual municipal tasks in the
Township of Potton, the main activities in the coming months will include the first steps towards the
preparation of a family policy, participation in the
program “Municipalité amie des aînés” (for seniorsfriendly towns), the reform of waste management,
adoption of a recreational-tourism plan based on the
report by consultant Mr. Michel Trudel, continuation
and in-depth revision of the planning by-laws, follow-up of new programs for the renovation of commercial facades and residences within the built-up
area of Mansonville and the study, by a group from
the McGill University School of Urban Planning, on
the revitalization of the village of Mansonville.

Municipality of the Township of Hatley
On Saturday, August 27, 2011, 45 naval cadets with
18 canoes participated in a clean-up day along the
Massawippi River. A 20-cu. yd. container was filled
with garbage of every kind, especially tires.
This activity was initiated by Mr. Michel Delisle, who
had gone down the river and seen that it needed to
be cleaned up. The Environment Advisory Committee
took on this project. The day was a great success for
the cadets, the municipality and the environment!

Interview with Mélanie Lelièvre,
general manager
C.L. How did the Appalachian Corridor begin?
M.L. The Corridor began in 2000, under the
auspices of the Ruiter Valley Land Trust. ACA,
as it has come to be known, was then founded
officially in 2002. The territory covers the entire
drainage basin of Lake Memphremagog to the
Sutton Mountain range and the drainage basin
of the rivière au Saumon.
C.L. What is the mission of the Appalachian Corridor
and who are its partners?
M.L. The conservation of natural areas of interest on the territories where we intervene,
using legal tools for conservation in perpetuity.
We work closely with a series of partners at the
local level such as the Ruiter Valley Land Trust
and Conservation des Vallons de la Serpentine, and, as well, with provincial and national
groups such as The Nature Conservancy.

C.L. What is the status of biodiversity in the MRC?
M.L. Because it is situated in the extreme
southern part of Quebec, which has a great
variety of habitats, the territory has a significant
biological diversity. Examples of species found
include: fisher, moose, black bear, various salamanders of streams and forests, peregrine
falcon and rare fish. Outcrops of serpentine, a
very unusual type of rock, support flora such as
the Green Mountains maidenhair fern.
C.L. And what about future projects?
M.L. A project to identify and protect natural
corridors is very important to us. We must work
together to draw up a regional action plan to
maintain the connections between large natural areas in the region before it is too late.
Ms Lelièvre notes that 10,000 hectares (less than
4%) are protected on the territory where ACA is
active, well below the land protection targets adopted by the scientific community (17%).
Website:
Appalachian Corridor : www.apcor.ca
Green Mountains Natural Reserve: www.rnmv.ca

A successful summer season
on the road for the MRC’s
environmental advisors!
By Louise Champoux
Communications consultant
During the summer, a team of environmental advisors from the MRC de Memphrémagog crisscrossed
the territory and participated in various local events
such as village fêtes, gatherings of citizens and festivals. Their objective: To generate awareness and
inform inhabitants about an array of subjects linked
to the environment and to related initiatives underway by the MRC.
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info@mrcmemphremagog.com.

The advisory team was composed of three people,
each having a deep interest in all things environmental. The advisors were also among the “master
composters” in the Municipality of the Township of
Potton. During this summer’s tour they had a new
booth at their disposal, which, according to the
team, was an important visitor attraction. The booth
showcased colourful images of regional landscapes
and different fields of expertise in the MRC, including management of waste material, an environmental action plan, the regional land use planning
and development plan and heritage.
The advisors took part in activities over a total of
19 days and estimate that they met over 800 people
during this time. Composting, riparian areas, pesti-

The MRC de Memphrémagog’s team of environmental
advisors was comprised of: Carole Delaître, Ghislaine
Dubois and Howard Heitner.
Photo: Louise Champoux

cides and recycling were the most frequently covered topics. Many visitors inquired about which
materials could be recycled within their respective municipalities and our advisors were well able
to address these questions. They were also able to
distribute recipes for alternatives to pesticides and
gave numerous tips about how to compost. They
even fielded questions that varied from septic systems to forestry.
In case you have a burning question that cannot wait until next summer, information about
these subjects is available on the MRC web site at
www.mrcmemphremagog.com.

