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Extreme tales
There is not one big problem but millions
of small ones. Each of these small ecological and social problems can be tackled,
and we can achieve positive results (Hubert
Reeves).
This summer, a new species of butterfly, the giant
swallowtail, truly convinced specialists at the Montreal Botanical Garden that it could adapt to living
in the Quebec climate through its entire life cycle.
Observers of the phenomenon believe that this
amazing South-American visitor (with black and yellow wings, 15 cm-wide) will become a resident here
in Southern Quebec within a year or two.
It is also said that winemakers of the region face
fewer and fewer obstacles to their art, and the culture of the grapes has become less problematic,
allowing winegrowers to contemplate improvements
to viticulture. The number of vineyards in Quebec
and Ontario has increased, as has the quantity and
variety of wines produced and sold.
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These two facts, at first glance happy, have a common denominator. The butterflies, for their part,
represent a decisive indicator for observing climate;
the life cycle and ability of these lepidoptera to
survive are directly related to the temperature.
For grape vines, one of the difficulties is freezing
temperatures in spring; if the plant is able to resist the cold of temperate winters, spring frost can
be fatal.
Climate change is not just feel-good stories, however... far from it. Oceanographers announced in
August that the Arctic ice cover exceeded its 2007
record for minimum summer extent. For observers
around the world there is no longer be any doubt
that climate change caused by the increasing presence of greenhouse gases from the burning of fossil
fuels is the main cause of this accelerated melting,
which is without precedent. Climate scientists are
increasingly associating extreme weather phenomena observed in the Northern Hemisphere with what
is happening in the Arctic.
It does not seem that 2012 will be marked by
destabilization in the price of foods, as was the
case in 2011, even if the United States has experienced the hottest first six months of the year ever.
In July, nevertheless, there was fear that prices
would skyrocket, related to very high temperatures.

Edible blue honeysuckle, Summer 2012.
Photo: Alexandre Campeau Vallée

The increase in food costs caused by extreme meteorological phenomena, against the backdrop of
the world population explosion, projected to rise to
9 billion humans in 2050, will be one of the major
challenges facing humanity.
Given this timeline, Canadians are still comfortably
sceptical. A survey by Insightrix Research published
in August notes that only 32 % of Canadians believe
that climate changes are caused by human activity,
as opposed to 54 % who think it is shared between
both human activities and natural causes. Nine percent of Canadians associate these changes exclusively with climate variations. The 94% of citizens
who are aware of the phenomenon, will be proud to
learn that the MRC and seven of the municipalities
in the MRC have taken the first steps to reduce the
quantities of atmospheric pollutants. You will see,
as you look through the Newsletter, the actions the
municipalities of Austin, Ayer’s Cliff, East Bolton,
Eastman, Canton de Hatley, Ste-Catherine-de-Hatley and the Ville de Magog, are planning by 2017.

Even as a child, I used to look at the sky for hours,
worrying that one day the sun would burn out.
Knowing that there are municipalities voluntarily
initiating actions to improve the living environment
for their citizens, even though they already have so
many responsibilities, helps to allay my fears.
I can only encourage you all to participate.

Christine Labelle
Assistant director
Références (2012) : Radio-Canada, 16-07; Le Devoir, J. Nadeau,
17-07; The Gazette’s view, 1-08; The Gazette, A. Doyle, 17-08;
Nature NewsBlog, J. Tollefson, 27-08; Le Devoir (Libération), 8-09;
The Globe and Mail, 16, 17-09; the National Post, K. Blaze Carlson,
16-08.

Sainte-Catherine-de-Hatley
calls on its citizens
to help reduce
greenhouse gas
emissions
By Serge Caron
General director
When the Quebec government offered municipalities almost complete funding for research on and
drawing up of action plans to reduce greenhouse
gases (GHG), the municipality of Sainte-Catherinede-Hatley decided it would be best to carry out this
process with the MRC and other municipalities. In
addition to reducing costs covered by the public
purse, this would allow the municipalities and the
MRC to work together and exchange ideas on the
various difficulties encountered and the best ways
to deal with them. Also, it became clear for all parties that the biggest share of greenhouse gases,
91.6 % of the total of all emissions in our region, is
emitted by citizens themselves, through the methods of transportation they use. This is why we concluded that a significant part of our future success
in reducing emissions would be directly through
actions by citizens.

Concrete actions for the
Municipality of East Bolton
By Monique Pépin
Acting general director
The municipality of East Bolton is proud to be one of
the five municipalities in the MRC de Memphrémagog that is participating in the Climat municipalités
program – Action plan 2012–2017.
The goal is to find new ways of reducing greenhouse
gases (GHG). Because the municipality is concerned
about the quality of its environment, an environment
project leader has been hired to make sure that bylaws on this matter are respected.
The municipality carried out an inventory of GHGs,
set objectives and developed an action plan, which
was sent to the Ministère du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs (MDDEP) for
approval on August 3. This process may take up to
a year.

jectives, for example: efficient management of its
public lighting network, a preventive maintenance
program for its vehicles, making employees aware
of energy management concerns, reducing the area
of its offices, making employees aware of anti-idling
behaviour and planning for geomatic tools.
Other concrete actions result in a reduction in GHGs:
decreasing the frequency of garbage and recycling
pick-up, improvement in follow-up for emptying
septic tanks and measuring sludge, etc. Various
other actions will be put in place between now and
2017.
The sum of individual efforts will make it possible
to reduce GHGs significantly for the municipality of
East Bolton.

At the same time the municipality began to put in
place the means by which it would reach its ob-

Some of the efficient and effective methods proposed are not difficult to implement. One example:
to change from a big vehicle to a more economical
one, or to choose a hybrid version or maybe even an
electric vehicle. It could also be a matter of better
travel planning and travelling less, ride-sharing, or
using an alternative transportation mode, such as a
bicycle. Other means include turning off the motor
when the vehicle is stopped and eliminating a long
warm-up of your car in winter. Getting rid of off-road
vehicles with two-cycle engines is another way of
improving our local balance sheet. Our consumption
habits can also influence greenhouse gas emissions.
For example, we could purchase and consume more
local products and better manage wastes by putting
garbage in the right disposal bin, etc.
In addition to offering support to its citizens and
reminding them of means available, the municipality will have another mission, to keep its citizens
informed about changes in the situation, because,
according to the conditions for participating in the
Climat municipalités program, an update on the
inventory of GHG emissions must be carried out
every two years and the results communicated to
citizens.
Even the best process has no impact unless people
who can make the difference commit to following
it. This, then, is an invitation to act together for the
benefit of all.

Field of soy in the Eastern Townships, affected by the record heat of this summer.
Photo: Alexandre Campeau Vallée
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An action plan aimed at reducing greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions 2012-2017 for Austin
By Josiane Pouliot
Environment specialist
As a participant in the Climat Municipalités program, the municipality of Austin conducted an inventory of its
GHG emissions. This resulted in an action plan by which the municipality intends to reduce GHGs by 1.7 %
by 2017 (143.92 tonnes of CO2 equivalent/yr).

By Joanie Brière
Environment inspector

Actions already put in place by Austin
Transition towards the use of LED lighting Replacement of lights in public buildings and street lights.
Systematic emptying of septic tanks

Municipal management of sludge, by by-law, since 1994.

Promotion of composting

Since 2008, 97 household composters have been distributed,
12 master composters trained, 2 demonstration sites installed.

Improvement in the vehicle preventive The new fire trucks are equipped with engines and exhaust
maintenance program
systems that use low sulfur diesel and are in compliance with
US EPA norms.
Improved access to ecocentres

Municipality of Eastman:
42 actions to reduce
GHG emissions

Citizens have access to ecocentres in Potton and Magog; two
mobile ecocentres are set up annually at the Austin town hall.

Support for planting of trees and shrubs in Since 2007, 9,000 plants and shrubs have been distributed
the riparian zone, and on lands subject to without charge to residents to replant the shoreline.
erosion and in new developments
Intensification of public awareness meas- Talks, workshops, door-to-door visits, brochures, internet site
ures and information on recycling, com- and municipal newsletters.
posting and environmental protection
The municipality plans 25 new actions by 2017.

Ayer’s Cliff steps up to reduce
pollutants in the atmosphere!
By Ghislaine Poulin-Doherty
General director
The actions presented below were adopted by the municipal council on August 6 and
have, for the most part, already begun. The municipality intends to reduce greenhouse gas emissions produced here by 1.6 %, by 2017 compared to 2010, the baseline year.
Improvement in the performance of the water treatment plants
for potable and waste water

2012 to 2015

Conversion of heating systems based on oil- and propane-burning
units to units using electricity

2012 to 2014

Replacement over time of municipal vehicles at the end of their lifecycle
by less energy-guzzling vehicles

2012
Ongoing

Raising popular awareness of herbicycling (grasscycling)

2012
Ongoing

Finding a way to convert and reuse sewage sludge

To be determined

Mounting an anti-idling awareness campaign

2012
Ongoing

Incentives to get rid of old vehicles through the promotion
of reward programs

2012
Ongoing

The municipality of Eastman is proud to take part in
the Climat municipalités program and to present the
main actions that will be part of an evolving strategy
for the next five years. The municipality wishes to
show, by its commitment to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions, its willingness to make the effort
to reach environmental, economic and social viability, not only on its territory, but also within a context
of regional consensus-building. In this way, Eastman wants to invest its efforts in 42 actions that will
lead to significant positive changes. Its efforts will
be concentrated particularly in waste management
and sustainable development.
First, the municipality will begin its new waste management action plan in 2013 by putting in place a
pick-up of organic matter in residential areas. It
will also offer its citizens permanent access to an
ecocentre and will provide complete ICI (institutionsbusinesses and industries) organic wastes management by 2014. These actions will have positive environmental and economic impacts by keeping large
amounts of organic materials out of landfill. The
objective is also to improve services for citizens, by
providing tools for awareness and learning related
to managing their own organic materials through
composting.
The municipality of Eastman also plans to introduce
a sustainable development policy that will integrate
sustainable development principles for the territory,
environmental protection that takes into account
all the stakeholders in the decision-making process, eco-responsibility and economic viability. This
policy will serve as a guide for putting into practice
sustainable actions in all spheres of activities and
municipal jurisdiction.

Municipality of Eastman, summer 2012.
Photo: Louise Champoux

Regional
noticeboard
Municipality
of Canton
de Hatley
By Liane Breton
General director
In 2011, the municipality of Canton de Hatley carried out a first inventory of its greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions and drew up an action plan aimed at
reducing these emissions.
The inventory of GHGs is a compilation of the main
atmospheric emissions by the municipality and its
citizens in 2010, the baseline for future inventories. These emissions were divided into two sectors
as directed by the Climat Municipalités program:
the corporate sector and the community sector.
The GHG emissions from the corporate sector include all the activities related to the municipal
administration, including municipal buildings, the
municipal fleet of vehicles and waste water treatment. The community sector covers certain emissions generated on the municipality’s territory,
including waste management and public transportation.

Ville de Magog
By Élyse Ménard
Coordinator
Environment division
The Ville de Magog became part of the Climat Municipalités program du ministère du Développement
durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs du Québec
(MDDEP) in 2009.

The inventory reflects the net predominance of emissions related to transportation in the community sector. For the corporate sector, emissions are mainly
the result of the use of diesel and natural gas.

The inventory of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG),
drawn up according to the program directions,
offers a portrait of the main sources of GHG emissions by the city and its citizens for the period between January 1 and December 31, 2008. These
emissions were classified under two sectors.
The corporate sector, which is represented by the
activities of the city, generated 2,784 tonnes of
CO2 equivalent. The community sector generated
132,487 tonnes of CO2 equivalent.

The action plan for the reduction of GHGs has been
forwarded for approval to the MDDEP. It contains
55 new actions to be put in place by 2016. The
13 actions already underway will continue. This will
make it possible to reduce GHG emissions by more
than 3,021 t CO2 eq/yr, or at least 2.26 % of total
emissions in 2008 (133,271 tCO2 eq/yr). The city
will provide more information once it has received
approval for its plan from the authorities.

The first sector included the following categories:
motorized equipment, municipal buildings and other
facilities and water treatment. The community sector includes waste management activities and those
related to public transportation.

Receive The Newsletter by email!
To add your name to our mailing list,
send your email address and
your complete name and address to:
info@mrcmemphremagog.com.

This inventory of greenhouse gas emissions by the
Canton de Hatley was prepared in accordance with
the ISO norm 14 064-1 and the requirements of the
Climat Municipalités program of the Quebec government. The municipality of the Canton de Hatley produced a total of 9,874 tonnes of CO2 equivalent from
January 1 to December 31, 2010.

The Waste Management Plan
gets a makeover!
For several months, the MRC has been working
hard to revise its waste management plan (PGMR).
Sectoral tables and workshops have been held this
fall with municipalities, industries, businesses, institutions and the construction and renovation sector,
to set guidelines, objectives and an action plan to
reduce the amount being sent to landfill. The MRC
plans to adopt its draft version of the PGMR in November. Public consultations will then be held at the
beginning of 2013. You will have an opportunity
then to give your opinion on the PGMR. Stay tuned!
Preparation by the staff of the MRC of the orders for shrubs to replant riparian areas, August 30, 2012.
Photo: Alexandra Roy

